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accepted teaching that the seventh nerve has no origin in the sixth 
nucleus. 

The case reported by Spieler was one of lipoma of the corpora 
quadrigemina, arising from the pia. This seems to be the fourth case 
of lipoma of this region. References to the literature on this rare 
tumor of the central nervous system are given. When intracranial 
lipoma does occur it is more common in the aged than in the young. 

Marburg has a paper on the granular layer in the olfactory bulb 
of the guinea pig. 

Karplus reports two cases of aneurism of intracranial arteries; 
one, an aneurism of the posterior communicating artery, was found 
in a person who had had migraine. The migraine was supposed to 
have been inherited, and not to have been caused by the aneurism, 
but it is probable that the vasomotor disturbances occurring during 
the attacks of migraine contributed to the formation of the aneurism. 
Probably a tendency to vascular disease’ also was inherited. 

The second case was one of aneurism of the internal carotid. 
The diagnosis was made during the life of the patient, and the com¬ 
mon carotid artery was tied. The patient, a woman, sixty-nine years 
of age, felt suddenly severe pain in the left side of her head. Con¬ 
stant headache and roaring in the left ear developed. Three days 
later left-sided ptosis and diplopia were noticed. A rhythmical mur¬ 
mur in the head, synchronous with the pulse, especially distinct on 
the left side, could be heard by the examiner. Compression of the left 
carotid artery caused the murmur to disappear. As general symp¬ 
toms were not observed at the beginning of the attack, rupture of 
the aneurism with diffuse hemorrhage seemed improbable. The rup¬ 
ture occurred into the cavernous sinus and yet no signs of obstruct¬ 
ed circulation were found in the eyeball, and the eyeball did not pul¬ 
sate. Karplus discusses the dangers of ligation of the common car¬ 
otid, especially in reference to cerebral softening and thrombosis. 

Imamura’s paper is devoted to the anatomy of the choroid 
plexus of man. 

Zappert describes a fissure sometimes found in the posterior part 
of the lateral column, and which may penetrate deeply into this col¬ 
umn. It is present only in the cervical and upper thoracic regions, 
and probably is not a pathological condition. 

A long paper by Obersteiner and Redlich is on the fasciculus 
subcallosus and the fasciculus fronto-occipitalis. 

Berl has studied the relation of the visual tracts to the anterior 
colliculi of the corpora quadrigemina. 

Schacherl has a paper on the anatomy of Clarke’s columns, and 
gives numerous references to the literature on the subject. 

A short paper by Obersteiner- on the fissure in the lateral col¬ 
umn already referred to, completes this important collection of pa¬ 
pers. Complete agenesia of the pyramidal tracts alone is not suffi¬ 
cient, he thinks, for the formation of this fissure, but there must also 
be a tendency to fissure formation. Spiller. 

Syphilis und Nervensystem. Siebenzehn Vorlesungen von Dr. Max 

Nonne. Oberarzt am Allgemeinen Krankenhaus, Hamburg. Ep- 

pendorf. Mit 42 Abbildungen im Text. Verlag von S. Karger, 

Berlin, 1902. 

In 1887 Rumpf published his well-known monograph on syphilis 
of the nervous system; in 1897 Oppenheim contributed a very thor¬ 
ough article on syphilis of the brain to Nothnagel’s System, and now 
Nonne of Hamburg sees fit to issue a series of seventeen lectures 
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in which he discusses fully and lucidly the relations of syphilis to the 
nervous system. These lectures give not only an accurate and criti¬ 
cal summary of all that is known on this subject up to the present 
day, but are so full of personal experiences and reveal such a thor¬ 
ough grasp of every phase of this subject that the book is a most 
valuable addition to neurological literature. Those who think that 
there should be an end to books and lectures on syphilis, and on ner¬ 
vous diseases due to syphilis, do not know how intricate the subject 
is, and how many points still call for elucidation. We recommend 
Nonne’s lectures to medical men for most careful study. Some young 
neurologist would do well to furnish an English translation. 

The reviewer will select a few points for especial mention so as to 
show the author’s position on some questions that are of particular 
interest. In the second lecture Nonne discusses the three different 
kinds of lesions: syphilitic neoplasms, chronic hyperplastic inflam¬ 
mation and disease of the blood vessels. The blood vessels may suf¬ 
fer in a mechanical way from syphilitic growth in the meninges and 
in the nervous tissue itself; they may be affected by luetic processes 
near them; inflammation of the vasa vasorum may lead to disease of 
the vessel walls. The media and adventitia suffer first, the intima is 
affected secondarily, giving rise to Heubner’s form of endarteritis; 
this form may also be associated with the development of isolated 
gummata. Syphilis predisposes to atheromatous degeneration of the 
arteries. 

The importance of gummatous meningitis is insisted upon in sev¬ 
eral lectures, and the variability of the clinical symptoms is clearly 
shown to be dependent upon the progressive and retrogressive 
changes in the morbid products. The lectures on syphilitic basilar 
meningitis, and the somewhat optimistic views regarding the prog¬ 
nosis of brain syphilis deserve special notice. Nonne speaks of the 
frequency of syphilitic epilepsy and instances some cases in which 
both epilepsy and tabes were developed in the wake of a syphilitic 
infection. The author concedes the important bearing of syphilitic 
contagion upon the development of dementia paralytica, but allows 
that there are other occasional etiological factors. In speaking of 
spinal syphilis, the frequency of meningeal and root symptoms is 
properly accounted for; spinal arteritis is referred to, systemic de¬ 
generations are denied, but the “systems” may be affected in irregu¬ 
lar fashion. Erb’s special type of syphilitic spinal paralysis is shown 
to be a post-syphilitic combined systemic affection. Those who doubt 
(and there are some such) the existence and frequency of syphilitic 
pseudo-tabes will do well to read the section on this subject. 

Explicit histories, illustrating every phase of the subject, and re¬ 
lated with commendable brevity, add much to the value of this book 

B. S. 



